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ESPRIT DE CORPS

WE HAVE often wondered why men, after

having been closely associated one with

the other for a number of years, after having

lived within the shadows of the same walls with

interests in common, have separated and dis-

persed at the expiration of their term of associ-

ation, nevermore to unify and clothe themselves

with tlie strength of organization. And should

we not wonder, for it seems incredulous that asso-

ciation of such an intimate nature does not create

a bond of mutual interest so strong and lively

that tlie commingling of circumstances of the

worst type can not prevail against it? Particu-

larly is this apparent among college-bred men,

thougli we can advance no logical reason for it.

Reason there must be, however, for no effect

exists which cannot be traced to its ultimate

cause. The interests of the world outside are

manifestly numerous and diverse; it is conceiv-

able that the individual members of a class may
be engulfed in a swirl of circumstances such that

intercommunication is rendered practically im-

possible. We pass this fact over as forgivable,

as beyond human control. There is, however,

the other extreme, the thoughtless, careless,

blameworthy disregard of old memories, of

pleasant associations, of days spent in the pur-

suit of common ideals. Life could be made
much brighter for those who are prone to for-

get, if only they would give these mellow mem-
ories a chance to creep back in the idle, restful

moments of a busy life.

But why this effect? Purely there is some

remedy, some hope for a possible elimination of

this condition. It is nothing more than an in-

fectious malady, controllable in its embryonic

stage. We cannot place much hope in a change

of existing conditions; rather must we concen-

trate our endeavors on the prevention of a con-

tinuation of them. In a small measure, perhaps,

we may hope that such an attempt will mitigate

tlie intensity of this disregard, among "grads,"

of their Alma Mater. ^

Essentially there is something lacking, some-

thing which was not nurtured and developed

when tile opportunity was present. There is

lacking that spirit of tlie unit, which character-

izes any well ordered body. It is a hardly defin-

able quality; it is that which incites men to do

great things, to sacrifice their tenderest posses-


